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My Friend, 


HW Hol am little known to thee, or acquainted with thee, 

i | as tO any Converſe or Converſation, yet hearing of thy 
ſobriety, and readineſs to hear and enquire into thoſe 

things which are (crupled among Chriftans ; and what 

may be {aid for or again} any thing whereinevery true Chriſti. 
an ought to be ſatisfied in his mind, before he can belieye and 
receive it as a Truth ( to have his Conſcience obliged thereby 
which 1 account a point of 7iſdom, and not to take things 
upon Tryft, and Hear-ſay, and Tradition as many do, withour 
any further enquiry ; Allo underſtanding, that thou haſt not 
a hand in Per/ccuting thy Neighbour, 1n bringing them into 
Bonds, and others which I know thou mightſt have done, had 
not ſomthing in thy ſelf limited thee beyond either Law or 
Examples, Which I hope thou wilt never have cauſe to repent 
thee for : For the Meek ſhall inherit the Earth z and ts the Mer- 
ciful God ſheweth Mercy. And If ever there was an At of Mer. 
cy, this is one, To be tender of them that are tender of Gods 
Glory and Worſhip, when ſo great ſeverity hath been uſed again{ 
them that fear the Lord in their hearts, which « the Seat of the 
Lords Fudgment in Man. Likewiſe hearing, that thou ata pub- 
lick Seffion at Kenda!l lately, in thy Charge or Specch in the 
Court, ſpoke ſomething about Oaths, and the lawtulneſs of 
them, and ſaid that ſome pave falſe Gloſſes upon Matth. 5. and 
Fames 5-and did affert the Morality of them among Chriſtians, 
and how the Ange! Sworcafter Chrift had given that Command; 
and ſhewed a neceffity of them among Chriſtians. The Conf6- 
deration of theſe things, with ſome other, was an inducement 
untome, to write theſe few things unto thee, and ſhall leave 
them to thy Con/ideration, , and bo Spirit of the Lord i 
; ( a INE 


thy ſelf to Judge according to that, and ſecing Iam a Sufferer 
at this day., and a great one too, upon thisaccount, which If - 


{ were not certainly perſ[waded upon good ground of the truth 
of that I have believed in this particular, I neither could nor 
would ſuffer for it ; but muſt not forcean implicit Faithupon 
any, only Judging it may induce thee the more to contider 
what I ſay. I have had my ſhare of Jong Contefsabourthis 
thing amongſt my Brethren, and much hath been wiitren 
about this patticular by divers Hands, wither any of them 
eyer reached thy hand or not ; but howev::, I would not be. 
tedious unto thee; and therefore thall contain my ſclt in as nar- 
row a compais as may be in ſo weighty a m.tter, for which 


many thouſands have and areliketo (uffer, 
Firf of all, There was a time when there was 


10 Oaths, 


When Man was made in the Image of G:d, which conſiſts ir 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, Equity, long ſuffering, Patience, 
Goodneſs, Mercy and Truth, wherein man was in a capacity to be- 
lieve in God, and men to believe one another: this was in the be- 
 ginning after the Heavens and the Earth was mate, and all things 

that are therein; T hen there were no Oaths, neither needed 
any, for Truth lived and man in it, and that ſpoke ; and 2 
certainer Teſtimony there could not be, nor a greater : and this 


was before Sin and Unbelief cntred. 


2. Whoſocver comes to witneſs a.re{toratzon again into the 
fame Image by Chrift, the ſecond Adam, as all that are bortr 
of Godand aretrue Chriſtians indeed docome to, there will! 
be nothing but Trathſpeaking and ruling in the heart, and in 


r1e wearas: and Oaths ends. 


?. But after man had tranſgreited, and eaten” of the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, and weat from ine power cf God, 

and had broken the Covenant of God, he loft his wiſdem, anda 
folly entred; he loſt Truth and a Lyeentred and Unbelief : {5 
that h2bclieved not God, neither the Sons of Adamin the Fall 
could betteve one another ; and Sin being centred, and Death 
by-it, Deceit grew faſt and Unbetef, and but a few i: a Gene- 
ration tore the Image of God before the Fiood, as 4527, Enoch 
and-Seth, and ſome few in compariſon ; and the reit generally 
corrupted their waies, and bore another Image, and went at- 


ter theimagination-of their own hearts, and ſet up Images 


and 
Idols; 


Fdols ; and alloafter the Flood when the earth began to bere. 
 pleniſhed, the curſed Seed grew faſter, and many great Nati- 
ons became 1gnorant of the True God, and made Gods of 
Gold and Silver, Wood and Stone, and reverenced them, 
and Worſhipped them, and ſtood in fear of them, and had 
caem it eſteem ; and Swore by them asthe greateſt rhing, and 
gloried in them. 

Abraham who feared the Lord, and hcarkned. nnto his 
Voice, whom the. Lord ſingled our of many people, as a 
righteous Root of whom he would raiſe up a righteous Gene» 
ration ; and more righteousthan the. reſt of the Nations, and 
made.a Covenant with him, and he was called The Father of 
the Faithful, and wasthe Original of all the Tribes of T/rae/, 
and the thouſands of the people; burtthe moſt of them became 
vain alſo, and as corruptasother Nations. And rhe four hun- 
dred years that they had lived among the Egyptians, they 
learned too much their manners, and were much corrupted 
and darkned in their underſtandings, and therefore the Lord 
was wroth With them, and few were made partakers of the 
Plomile,  becaule of their Vlabeliet, 

5. The Law was added becauſe of Tranſgrefiizn four huns 
dred and thirty years after the Promiſe was made; or as ſome 
account from the Creation two thouſand years, which Law 
was given at Sinai to Tſrae!, and not to the Gentiles, asit is 
written to Facob, He gave his Law to Iſrael, his Statutes to eve- 
ry Nation he did not fo; which Law ſome of latter times have 
divided into three parts, Moral, Fudaical, and Ceremonial: 
which diſtinQion I do not read of pait:cularly in the Scripture. 
Moral, as that which pertaineth to the manner of I/rael, how 
they oughtro Worſhip God, and walk towards their Neigh- 
bour. - Ceremonial, that which pertained to the Prieſts and 
People, as to Form or Diſcipline, which was ſhadpwy. Fu 
_ daicat, as that which belonged to their Policy or State. The 
two laſt generally are acknowledged (1f I may fay parts of the 
Law) -to be ended, and is not binding unto Chriſtians; bur 
the firſt part, ſome have ſaid, is Mora/and perpetual; the diſ- 


culling of which would take up more time and reading than I 


intend to trouble thee with. 


(X 2) | 6, See: | 


6. Sceing the Law, all of it was added becauſe of (-Tranſ. 
preſſion ) that was the cauſe itseyident, If there had been no- 
Tranſgreffion there had needed no addition of a Law, as a li- 
mit or rule : ſo whoſoeyer comes thro Chriſt Jelus, to witnels 
Tranſprefſion finiſhed, and an end of Sin, they become dead 
tothe Law ( tho they are not without a Law to God ) forit - 
hath power over a man as long ashelives, to convict him,and 
Judge him; but being come to the Imageof God againſt ſuch, - 
there is no Law, tho they are not without one, as [ ſaid, to - 
God and his Chriſt. _ 
7. But becauſe the Lord would not ſuffer T/rae! to walk ac- - 
cording tothe Heathen, he in loye to them, gave them a Law- - 
{utable to the State they were in before the Seed Chriſt was - 
manifeſt, and the Covenant was {utable to their ſtate ; rheir 
minds was outward; and their Covenant was outward : their 
minds was mutable, their Covenant was fo ; and theſe per- 
tained to a part above the Seed, and were ſhadows of good 
things to come, which ended all in Chriſt (thonot deſtroyed) 
ſo the Tabernacle, Temple, Prieſts, Oblations and Offerings; 
Sabbaths, Faſts, Feaſts, Oaths, T'ythes, Circumciſion , - and 
the like,. tho they were all real, Commands of God-in their - 
time, and continued unto the time of Reformation, that is, - 
_ the Law ended, and the-Prieſthood, Covenant and He- 
rews. -- 

8. Iris granted by us in the Covenant,the Jews might Swear, 
and did in Truth and Righteouſneſs, and were Commanded 
ſo. to-do, to Swear by the true God, and reyerence his Name 
and fandtifie it ; and leaſt they ſhould Swear as the Heathens 
did by their falſe Gods, and reyerence them-that are no Gods, 
heCommanded to Swear, and fear ard reyerence his Name 
that was the living God; and I look upon it as the low conde- 
ſcention of God, or ſtooping to them in their ſtate they were- 
in, becaule there was Unnbelief inthem ; therefore to end ſtrife 
they might Swear, and it was permitted them, even as it was 
to havea King when their hearts was ſet upon it ; ſo the Lord 
confidering their ſtate, the Lord Swore by himſelf, for their 
ſakes, and asthey Sworeby the greateſt; ſo he by himſelf, be- 
ing there was no greater to confirm the Truth of his words, 
pecauſe of the weakneſs of their Faith, or rather Unbelief. - 
| 9. Du 
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9. 'But we do notread of all the Oaths amongſt the Jews * 
for ſore there was that feared aw Oath, that ever they were 
* impoſed under any outwatd penalties,asthey have been of late 
among Chriſttansin name z bur for all the Scriptures and Exe 
amples that have been or can be brought, to prove Oaths 
lawful under that Miniſtration and Covenant to {ave all men - 
the labour, who. would contend for the Jews Swearing, we 
allow the ſame andaſſent to them ; fo thus them that will con- 
trend and prove Swearing, then they ſhall contend without an 
Adverſary for me or that People TI own in Judgment. 

10. But the great thing that ſeems to carry all the weight on 
its back; isthe Morality of it ſtill among Chriſtians, as ſome 
plead; unto which I anſwer, Was not the Sabbath of the 
Jews, as: Moral of that of Oaths, or any other Command 
in the Ten, or- elſewhere, which I have heard ſome Pariſh 
Prieſts ſay was Moral and perpetual among Chriſtians, and yee 
they themſelves break it by praftice; the Command reached 
only to the Seventh day, and whoſo alters ir, {ets up another 
thing, andthen how isit Moral. The like DoQrinethey teach 
about Oaths, and hath darkned peoples underſtandings with- 
out diftinguiſhing berwixt ,time and time, and Miniſtration 
and Miniftratien ; bur ſome ſay, Chrift came not to deſtroy the 
Law Moral but to fulfil it; it is granted again, fome lay, tho 
they very far {train the words in the third Commandment, 
we are not only forbidden to take Gods Name in vain, but to 
ſanQifie by praying, praiſing, and Swearing upon occaſion : 
If 1grant all theſe under the Goſpel in force, in the ſubſtanceas_ 
under the Law ; 1 ſay, leave nothing of the ſhadow, or Type, 
or Ceremony, as to be ſtanding or binding among Chriſtians 
( as It is not. ) Its granted, the ſubſtance of all had nothing of 
force under the Goſpel: For the Law had a Shadow of good 
thingsto come that came by Moſes, but the Grace, the Truth 
came by Jeſus Chriſt, the ſubſtance (and he isthe ſubſtance ) 
and he living ina Chriſtian, ſpeaks and teſtifies the Truth, and 
there need no other in any Judicature, and that was never de- 

nied by us but often proferea, but ſeldom received. Incenſe 
wasthe Ceremony of praying and praiſing, but the ſubſtance is - 
ifring up the heart to the Lord, from the motion of his Spirit. 
and Praiſing is making melody in; the heart to the Lord. y. nd 
IK- 


Circumction of the heart isthe ſubſtance of the Circumciſion | 
inthe Fleſh, Row. 2. Anhriſt the ſubſtance of the Paſlo- 
ver ; and Chriſt is the ſubflance of that Shaddow or Ceremo- 
ny of Swearing, and that which every Chriitian ought to do, 
is to ipeak the T ruth, and to teflifiethe TI ruth fromthe heart, 
and this is the ſubſtance, and that which 1s recuired under the 
Golpel; andethis we never reiuled, and this divers learned 
men bath confecſled is the ſum ; read T/4.45-23. and compare 
Rom. 14.8 11. and {o is Contctlion of'a Iruth, and tcfhilying 
the ſame about any matter, be not cquiyolent With an Oath 
underthe Law. 

ri. Asfor Matthew 5. and James 5. we give nogloſles up- 
on them, butdoreccive the words as they are, the Prece pts 
of Chriſt and Fames; and we cannot ailow all thoſe Gloſſers, 
who would pervert their words trom their jenuine ſence,which 
we takeclearly to be a limication from all Swearing whatſoe- 
ver underthe Goſpel; andnot only 1n Communication , but 
evenbeforeall men.and atall times; not only from yain Oaths, 
and falſe Swearing, andby the.Creatures, but from all Swear- 
ing whatſcever,the Scripture is fo evident and lo clear, that its 
much that any ſhould {tumble ag the Commands; the very 
ſtop of the Chapter clears the thing; yea,. even ſome who 
| have contended againſt us, have been made to confeſs that the 
perteion of obedience required under the Goſpel, was above 
that the Moſaical Law did exa&t or reach ; and from theſe 
Scriptures, fo Dr.Gauden and Uſher, the one contended againſt 
the Quakers, the other for the Waldenſes againſt the Romanify. 
Chriſt ſaith of old time ic hath been ſaid, Thou fhatt not kill, 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery; Thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, 
nor by the Creatures; and if they were not to Swear by them 
alone, nor the Altar, neither Headnor Foot, then, why now 
by the Bible or upon a Book, f{ceing that irs madeof- Crea- 
tures? But its ſaid by the Contents of the Book what doth 
the Book contain more then true words; and if the Heaven 
of Heavens cannot contain him, I am ſure the Book cannor. 
Away with this Impoſed Traditional Ceremony. But Chriſt 
faith, Whoſoever t angry with his Brother, « in danger of Judg- 
ment. And again, Love your Enemiesz And whoſo looks upon 
a woman, and lufteth after her, hath committed Adultery : But 


1 /ay, 


ME 


T'lay, Swear not all, but let jour yea be yea, and your nay, nay 
whatſoever is more cometh of Evil ; So that its evident he ipeaks 
of a further perfection of obedience under the Goipe], than 
under the Law : Forif it beonly vain Oaths and falle Swear- 
ing, and by the Creatures that he prohibits, then the Law had 
{aid as much,and he {aid no more than the Law, for theie were 
reproyed by the Law ; but its maniteſt herequired a more cx- 
att obedience than under the Law; and likewiſe thoſe things 
that had been permitted becauſe of the hardneſs of their hearts, 
he took away and brought them by his Dottrin to. char ſtate 
which was in the beginning before darkneſs and hardneſs was. 
And asconcernivg the Angeis Swearingg to which of the An- 
gels ſaid he, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee # 
And again, T bring forth my firſt begotten Son, and let the An- 
gels worſhip him : and theictore the Minittration of the Son is 
above the Angels, and both Angels and their Miniftration are: 
ro give way unto Chriſt, and he muft be worſhipped ; and no 
cxainple of either Angels or men ougint or can violate the Comp- 
mands of Chriſt. 
- 22. Itwasa Doftrin believed and received among the Pri- 
mitiye Chriſtians not to Swear at all, that there was no queſti- 
07 made of it, thoin theiimesof Periecution, when their Li- 
berties and Lives lay upon it, yet they dented to Swear, and 
keep in the firſt GoſpelPoftrin taught, and would nor violate 
i, ACloud of Witnefles I might bring ro confirm the cruth 
of What I fay inthat particular, butthar | intend th:s only as a 
Manuſcript andno further; ſol will not be redious, bur only 
rake a fow Fathers whoſe Doctrin is generally received. Origen 
lairh, It bchooves nor a man, who lives according to the Gol- 
pc}, tro Swear atall, Chryſotome forbids not only Swearing, 
utto Swear atall. Jerom, The Goipei I ruth agmits not of 
-n Oath. Ainfin, Any man that isa common Sredrer.” no 
more credit can be given than toa Lvar, atning 20 much 11 
vie in our Age, ver none debarred from Swearizs in Judica- 
ure. Ferom upon Mat. 5. and James 5. T hele arc his words, 
it was permitted to the Jews,” Leing in wickedneſs and infancy to 
offer Sacrifice to God, leaſt they ſhould Sacrifice to Idols, fo they 
wickt Swear by God, mot that it was rgh fu! foto do, but becauſe 
;t was better ts Swear by the 1ord, than by falſe Gods or Devils: 
bt the great Erargelical Sincerity ard Truth admits rat of ar 
: Oath, 
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--- Oath, ſince every T rue Saying u equivolent thereunto, Theopha- 
Lft, Hillary, Athanaſins, Theodoret, and La#antins, and others | 
taught much againſt Swearing without any limitation. Polybi- 

«obſerves in the beſt and pureſt times, and ſimpler Ages of the 
World, Oaths were never uſed1n Judicature ; but after Unbe- 
lief and Lying increaſed, Oaths increaſed. ' Fufin Martyr 
faith, It w«s enough ſecurity in all Caſes to ſay, 1 am a Chriſtian ; 
and if any Oath either for matter or manner was tendred, 
they repeated this as the only fatisfaftion they could give, I ar 
a Chriftian. Polycarpus and Bajilides, both Martyrs, denicd to 
SweaT at all, and whatis this become {uch a ſtrange, new, and 
dangerous Do&rin amongſt us in thole days that profeſs Chri- 
ſtianity 3 as that now are reckoned good Members either of 
Church or State but Swearers, Butl haye done, deſiring thee 
to perule theſe things over in. the ſame loye that I writ them, 
and what ever thou doſt hold thy hand from Perſecution, for 
aſluredly God will bring a rebuke upon the Nation for it, and 
all them that withſtand the Lord in his People. Farewel. 


- Thy True Friend, 


Franeis Howglll. 


